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Previous to the 1%t January 1752 the New Year began on Ladyday, 25" March, for 
ease of understanding the dates given in the following text are all written using the 
modern system of taking the beginning of the year as the 1% January. 


The London Lead Company was the largest company working on Alston moor in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The company was granted its charter by 
William and Mary on the 4 October 1692. It was formed initially as a smelting 
company; the Company Minute book shows that the first meeting took place on 
Thursday the 13' October 1692, when Richard Owen was sworn in as the first 
Governor as dictated by the Charter. On the following day (Friday the 14" October) 
the other members of the Court were sworn in. The Company encountered many 
difficulties a result of which it proved to be unsuccessful and it closed down on 
Monday the 27'" May 1695. “The Court agreed to the surrendering of the lease on 
Sadlers Hall for Midsummer next. They asked Thomas Addison to go to Bristol to 
wind up the Company’s affairs. Also that an inventory of the Company’s furniture (in 
their part of Sadlers Hall) should be made and that it be disposed of.” 


At the Rummer Tavern, Charing Cross on Monday the 23 March 1696 the last 
meeting was held at which the Company's finances were finalised and the books, 
papers, Charter and seals were to be delivered to Mr Renda. 


A NEW START 


Edward Wright and a group of Friends (Society of Friends - Quaker’s) had carried 
out experiments in the smelting of lead and construction of furnaces, but before they 
could set up in business they had first to acquire the Charter of the Governor and 
Company. They achieved this by becoming members of the Company. The 
difficulty they then had, was, that the conditions of the Charter demanded that each 
member had to swear an oath of allegiance. In the Affirmation Act of 1696 the 
Quaker’s principled objection to judicial oaths was recognised, and they were 
allowed to make a ‘statutory declaration’ instead. On February the 10 1705, a 
Court meeting of the Governor and Company was called by the Deputy Governor 
Thomas Addison. 


“Mr Thomas Renda acquainted the Court that neither Sir Talbot Clerke or any 
others for him have ever since the last Court thought fit to take on them the 
Patent and pay the £110 8s as ordered by the said Court, and that severall 
Gentlemen have proposed to pay two shillings per share to each person that 
shall think fit to transfer them. And severall Adventurers in the joint Stock 
having already done it, & others inclining to do the same, he desires the opinion 
& resolution of the court therein. 


“Whereupon this Court is of opinion that every member hath a liberty to dispose 
of & transfer his own shares at what price and to whom they please. 


“This court next under their consideration the Oath usually taken by each 
person on their admittance into this company, and for the ease & satisfaction of 
such as may hereafter be admitted He is hereby unanimously agreed to and. 


“Ordered. That the oath to be taken by all members admitted into the Joynt 
Stock of this Corporation or that shall be elected Governor, Deputy Governor or 
Assistant besides the Oaths to the Government shall (instead of the former oath 
of fidelity to the company) be in the words or to the effect following, Viz". 


“|. A.B. do sincerely promise & swear That | will be faithful to the Governor & 
Company for Smelting down Lead with Pit coal & Sea coal during my 
continuance in the Joynt Stock of the said Company.”! 


Their first business was to admit as members of the Company and then elect to the 
Court seven Non-friends, who could take the oath; Samuel Davies was elected 
Governor. Thomas Addison, Sir Hy Marwood, Thomas Renda, Capt Thomas Nix, 
John Henly, Sir Talbot Clerk, Richard Adams, George Moore, and Matthias Cupper 
sold their shares, so forfeiting all offices in the Company. 


At the next meeting, three days later Davies informed the Court that, Sir Symon 
Harcourt (Solicitor General) agrees that the affirmation of a Quaker is admissible in 
place of the oaths for entry into the Company. Then Edward Wright, Cornelius 
Mason, John Haddon, Jacob Franklin, and Thomas Cooper took the affirmation in 
lieu of oaths and were admitted to the Company. They then proceeded to elect a 
Deputy Governor, Enoch Ffloyd and five assistants; Dr Edward Wright, Cornelius 
Mason, John Haddon, Jacob Franklin, and Thomas Cooper. 


THE AFFIRMATION taken by the Members of the Corporation of the Governor 
and Company for the Smelting down Lead &c. appointed by their Charter. 

|. A.B. do solemnly and sincerely promise and declare, that | will be true and 
faithful to King GEORGE; and do solemnly, sincerely, and truly profess, testify, 
and declare, that | do from my heart abhor, detest, and renounce, as impious 
and heretical, that wicked Doctrine and Position, That Princess 
excommunicated or deprived by the POPE, or any Authority of the See of 
Rome, may be deposed or murdered by their Subjects, or any other 
whatsoever. 

AND | do declare that no foreign Prince, Person, Prelate, State or 
Potentate, hath, or ought to have, any Power, Jurisdiction, Superiority, 
Preeminence, or Authority, Ecclesiastical or Spiritual within this Realm. And 
further | do solemnly declare, that | will be true and faithful to the Governor and 
Company for the smelting down Lead with Pit-Coal and Sea-Coal, during my 
continuance in the said Joint-Stock.” 


A number of Quakers were members of the Ryton Company (Ryton smelt mill) 
which was closely associated with the company of Royal Mines Copper. These two 
companies were incorporated into the London Lead Company, The Royal Mines 
Copper on 27" February 1705 and the Ryton Company on the 15"" May 1705. “The 
board being informed that there is a Cupola at Ryton near Newcastle upon Tyne and 
some mines in Alston Moor belonging to certain persons proprietors thereof who 
have some inclination to unite the same with this corporation. 


“A sub committee was appointed to look into this and report back to the board.” 


A description of the journey taken by the representatives of the Court is included in 
the minutes of the 23 July 1706. 


“We set out from London the 17" June and arrived at Newcastle the 25". 
Where we found our agent Charles Alsopp in good credit with the Gentlemen 
that sell ore, buy lead or furnish money. 


“We then discoursed with Esq. Earring and Esq. Blackett who have each of 
them one quarter of Blagill mine. They both promised a speeding pay there 
and a vigorous working to try that mine the whole charge of going it being 
computed at 40 or £50. 


“We found at Ryton the Cupola well contrived and well built especially the new 
part of it but rather too small for the number of furnaces in it, Viz three ore 
furnaces and a reducing furnace, two refining furnaces and a slag hearth, all of 
which we saw work and performed very well, Thomas Pattinson (the Lead 
Workman) being a skilful honest and very industrious man, we committed to his 
care and Charles Alsopp’s the management of the Under Workmen, which are 
a set of honest sober men, well skilled in the several parts of the works. 


“We find at the Cupola a good stock of ore and coals as also Bricks and Clay 
for working and repairing the furnaces. 


“We ordered to Charles Alsopp and Thomas Pattinson twenty shillings each in 
new money and ten shillings for John Newton as a token of the Company’s 
satisfaction in them as also ten shillings to the under workmen. 


“We had several meetings with the inhabitants of Ryton about the way to the 
Cupola and the smoke of it being a nuisance. We stated our case to Councillor 
Barnes who gave his opinion in our favour. However at parting (to make our 
agents easy and to prevent a suit of law) we left it to Jeremy Hunt's 
management who very well understood that affair and the persons and will do 
all that he can to serve the company, or their Agents, so that a further account 
may be expected from Charles Alsopp as anything further is done. 


“We gave the parson of Ryton (with whom we had a great deal of discourse 
about the smoke, and having satisfied him that it was no nuisance) ten shillings 
to be given to the poor of the parish. 


“We proceeded to Alston Moor, all on horseback (the way being unaccessible 
for a coach) and on our way viewed Whitfield mill, a place that has been much 
used for smelting lead in hearths, by help of water, it being proposed by 
Thomas Pattinson that for the convenience of smelting slag as being nearer the 
ore, it might be for the Company’s interest to take it, the rent being but £7 or £8 
annually.” 


They then calculated that they could save 7s a fodder by using Whitfield 
instead of Ryton. 


“There is room enough for an erection and would be readily encouraged by 
Esquire Whitfield the landlord. But before any agreed matter should be laid out 
in buildings, the certainty of coals must be duly enquired into though (upon 
what enquiry we could make) we were assured that there was no danger of 
their failing, nor would they be dearer (or but very little) than at Ryton.” 


They viewed the mines belonging to the Company as well as some others they 
bought ore from. 


“Newtine green 

“Old tine green south vein 

“Covert fold worked by Enoch Hudson paying 1/7 duty to the Company 
“Clargill hand worked by Thomas Marshall and 4 men at 20s a Bing 


“Oldtine green north vein worked by Thomas Dalton paying the Company 1/5 
duty ore 


“Longhole head 5/8 belongs to the Company 


“Fairhill one quarter belongs to the Company the other three quarters to Esq. 
Barrington 


“Blagill one quarter belongs to the Company and the other to Esq. Barrington 
and Justice Blackett. 


“We ordered John Newton to take care to buy what ore he could on the moor 
and to do everything for the Company’s interest. 


“He is a very honest man, of good judgement, and of a good reputation with the 
Gentlemen that have mines thereabouts. 


‘It is to be remarked that in this county ‘tis the most troublesome and 
dangerous riding (perhaps) of any part of England, being extremely hilly, strong 
and boggy. There is no travelling but with a guide, nor then, but in danger of 
horse and man.” 


This new company quickly started to acquire mines on Alston moor. By 1706 they 
were working Longhole and Browngill veins from a level on the Garrigill side of 
Nenthead.° 


From the minute books we find that the Company began to obtain a number of 
leases of both mines and mills. On the 15" June 1707, the Company seal was fixed 
to the lease of Whitfield Mill, the Company continued to work Ryton mill after the 
purchase of Whitfield mill. The last entry in the minutes dealing with Ryton is on the 
20" July 1708; this was a note saying that the pay bill was received for Ryton 
cupola. The Lead Company sold Ryton Mill to the Blackett Company. On Thursday 
the 11" August 1713, the minutes record the following report on a visit to the Mills 
and Mines in the North: - 


“The first place we viewed was Acton Mill which is very well situated and fitted 
for smelting and refining, by the help of water, the fuel is cheap and a good 
stock of peat at the mill, this mill is supplied with ore from ye Company mines at 
Shildon and some Company ores in ye neighbourhood. 


“From thence we went to Shildon where a water gin placed to drain the works 
and gains several fathoms under em which goes at a small charge by which 
means they get a pretty good quantity of ore upon Bargain and hope to find a 
good length of it in fresh ground at both ends at reasonable rates. We think 
both here and at ye mill things are managed with great care and good 
husbandry. 


“We proceeded to Whitfield Cupola which we found very well provided with all 
conveniences for smelting and refining ore, coals etc, but a very good 
management of Thomas Pattison who likewise hath erected ye furnace for 
smelting refining and reducing at Acton Mill and Wanlockhead very convenient 
and with as little charge as could be expected.” 


In the minutes of the 24'" June 1735, the Company proposed to take leases in 
Swaledale despite a number of amendments to these proposals it seems that 
they were unable to take the leases. In October 1736 the London Lead 
Company proposed to lease the whole of Alston moor for 21 years at one- 
seventh duty. This was amended in November 1736 to work Alston moor for 
one-sixth duty, and with an expenditure of £3,000 on dead work. This was 
further amended on the 7‘" December 1736 to:— 


“The Governor and Company for Smelting down Lead with Pitcoal and Seacoal 
to take a lease for twenty one years of the mine called Blaghill (Blagill) alias 
Fiftis Rake which the now work on Alston Moor in the County of Cumberland at 
a farm of one fifth in ore and further oblige themselves to expend the sum of 
four hundred pounds in Dead work and to employ thirty hands eight month in 
the year upon the same. 


And Also 


“To take a lease for Twenty one years of the mine called Redgrooves upon the 
said moor at a farm of one fifth in ore and further oblige themselves to expend 
the sum of one thousand pounds in Dead work and to employ thirty hands eight 
months in the year upon the same.” Despite this they were not awarded the 
lease instead the Commissioners for the Trustees of Greenwich Hospital 
preferred the proposals of Col Liddle. The Company responded by writing the 
following letter: - “The Lead Company beg leave to represent that they have 
faithfully wrought your mine of Blaghill near forty years during which time they 
have met with and been obliged to work through so many hard rocks and Dead 
places that tho it has proved a very beneficial mine to the landlord the 
Company have not as yet got any thing by it, notwithstanding which it is in the 
best repair of any mine in the whole liberty and for the last ten years has paid 
more duty ore than all the rest of them from whence they presume that if they 
are not to be looked upon as the best bidder they must be esteemed the best 
workers. And as they have thus distinguished themselves and have laid out on 
the said mine in the three last years several hundred pounds in Dead work they 
hope and believe you will think it for the interest of the Trust as well as 
equitable to continue them your tenants by granting them a new lease at least 
of the mine they have so long and so faithfully wrought. And if the proposals 
we have made for the taking the said mine of Redgrooves should be approved 
of, you will not only have an opportunity of judging how the rest of your mines 
are wrought but persons ready on the spot to take them in case the Gentlemen 
whom you shall prefer to us should find themselves mistaken.” This had some 
success, as the company continued to work Blaygill mine until 1760.4 


Supporting evidence that they did retain the lease can be found in the minute books; 
references being made to the mine on the 17 May 1737 and the 27" June 1739; 
“Tuesday the 17" May 1737. The Governor and Company for the Smelting down 
Lead with Pitcoal and Seacoal request of Col Liddle. 


“That they may have a lease of Eighty yards to the southwards of the grant 
which is already agreed to. That is that a middle line may be carried twelve 
hundred yards in length east and west forty yards without the liberty of Blaghill 
lease south and the Company to have forty yards on each side the said middle 
line. 


“Wednesday the 27" June 1739. Took into consideration the state of the 
Company’s works at Wanlockhead, Clargill Head, Covertfold, Blaghill, 
Windibrea and Whitfield Mill.” 


Wallace® informs us that Blagill mine was purchased originally by the Ryton 
Company, from T Errington Esq. for £1,600. Redgrooves mine (Rampgill) was not 
obtained until 1745. 


The minutes also give a good idea as to the difficulty and risks involved in 
transporting the lead by sea. On Thursday the 10" May 1744: 


“the Deputy Governor informing the Court that he yesterday purchased at a 
public sale at Lloyds Coffee house the 930 pieces of lead which the Company 
shipped at Chester on board the St Ann & St Ritte Capt. Gondrie commander in 
March 1743 and was taken by a Spanish privateer and retaken by his Majesty’s 
ships the Wolfe and Fly at £11 7s 6d per Fother which he offers the Company 
at the same price.” And on Thursday the 5 March 1746; “the secretary 
reported that the insurers on the ship Providence Capt. George Posgate (which 
ship is lost) having promised an assignment to them of the Governor and 
Company’s right and interest in their lead shipped on board the said ship, to 
pay to the said Governor and Company the sum of seven hundred pounds 
insured thereon deducting two pounds.” 


On the 19" February 1745 the Court read over a copy of the lease of mines on 
Alston Moor: 


“... from the Commissioners of Greenwich hospital to George Liddell Esq. and 
others, and a rough draught of an assignment from Sir Henry Liddell Esq. and 
others to the Company of Redgroves at Nenthead, Rampgill and Browngill 
mines being part of the mines demised in the above mentioned lease, and 
ordered a copy of the said assignment to be taken.” And on the 6" May 1745; 
“read over an assignment from Sir Henry Liddell and others to the Governor 
and Company of sundry mines in Alston Moor in the County of Cumberland 
held by lease under the Commissioners of Greenwich Hospital and executed a 
counterpart of the same.” 


In this way the London Lead Company bought Nenthead smelt mill, from the family 
of Col G Liddell (deceased) and also obtained a transfer of his leases. The mill was 
redesigned and went into production in August 1746.® 


The Companies ore was taken to Blaydon and from their shipped by sea; this led to 
some problems as the ore had to be taken from Blaydon checked by customs at 
Newcastle, and then put aboard the ship. This difficulty is made apparent in a letter 
from the Court to the Customs, in the minutes of 29" July 1756. 


“To the Honourable Commissioners of His Majesty’s Customs. 


“The memorial of the Governor and Company for Smelting down Lead with Pit 
Coal and Sea Coal. 


“That the said Company have lead mines in the Counties of Northumberland, 
Cumberland and Bishopric of Durham. 


“That the ore raised out of them is smelted and run into Pigs of lead at mills 
adjacent to their mines. 


“That the Pigs of lead are sent from the mills by land carriage to Blaydon (a 
place on the River Tyne about seven miles above Newcastle) where the said 
Company lodge it in readiness for sale or for shipping it from thence to London 
and any of the outports or for Exportation to Foreign parts. 


“That it hath been usual to land the lead at Newcastle when brought from 
Blaydon before the shipping it in the vessels for other parts. That the doing this 
is very considerable charge to the said Company and they apprehend no 
benefit to the revenue. 


“Wherefore the said Governor and Company request your Honours permission 
that in future the lead shipped in the keels or Lighters at Blaydon, may after 
being duly entered be suffered to go from thence directly on board the ship for 
Exportation or Coastwise under such inspection as your Honours judge 
necessary.” 


On the 19" February 1759, the Court requested the renewal of their leases on Alston 
Moor these were granted and the minutes of 23rd December 1761 record this. 


“Read over and affixed the Company’s seal to the following counterparts of 
leases from the Commissioners of Greenwich Hospital to this Company of 
mines and veins of lead ore in Aldston moor in the county of Cumberland all 
dated the 20" October 1760 for 21 years from the several times hereunder 
specified. 


Garrygill Burn Old Groves From 26 October 1752 
Fletcheres From 29 September 1753 
Longholehead South or Sun vein From 30 July 1754 
Longholehead West End From 24 February 1758 
Rampgill From 24 February 1758 
Redgroves From 24 February 1758 
Fairhill Eastward Sun vein From 24 February 1758 
Fairhill North vein From 24 February 1758 
Browngill From 24 February 1758 
Shawfoot West of Nent From 24 February 1758 
Thortergill From 24 February 1758 
Brighillburn From 24 February 1758 
Rampgill Sun vein From 24 February 1758 
Middlecleugh East End From 14 April 1758 

A South vein cut in the upper level 

West of Middlecleugh From 17 October 1759 


Middlecleugh First vein cut in 

extending the deep level to or 

forwards the South of the North 

vein at Middlecleugh From 17 October 1759 


Middlecleugh Second vein cut in 

extending the Deeplevel to or 

forwards the South of the North 

vein at Middlecleugh From 17 October 1759 


Middlecleugh Third vein cut in 

extending the Deeplevel to or 

forwards the South of the North 

vein of Middlecleugh From 17 October 1760 

A vein west of Carrs Vein From 15 September 1759 
Carr’s vein from the South end of 

Mr Lorrain’s lease A vein cut in the 

Flank level at Garrygill burn 

Old Grove From 1 May 1760 
Handybridge Syke From 12 May 1760” 


The Company also obtained the leases of a vein extending East and West on the 
East side of the Nent south of Carr's shop, called Rampgill Burnhead on the 6" July 
1763. 


On the 3' September 1764, a trial was ordered to be made at Whitfield Mill with 
double bellows in the manner proposed by Mr Tissington. It was reported that 
Nenthead Mill was nearly repaired and there would soon be two smelting hearths 
and one slag hearth. There were two pair of double bellows, and it was expected 
that they would be ready to work in a months time. 


On the 18'" October 1764, £131 11s was paid for 5 pairs of Smelting Refining 
bellows sent to the Company’s works in the North. 


In 1767 the Company applied to have their lease of their smelt mill extended and 
also resolved that: 


“...a new hearth be built at Nenthead mill with the necessary alteration to be made 
in consequence thereof and that all unrefinable ore near said mill be smelted there 
for sale in pigs of one hundredweight each.” 


In 1778 the minutes of the Court record the appointment of Robert Stagg as agent to 
their mines in Yorkshire and Teesdale at a salary of £40 per annum. And on the 2" 
November 1778, Thomas Dodd was appointed assistant to the agent Robert 
Percival (Alston Moor agent) at a salary of £30, starting on the previous Michaelmas. 
On the 26" March 1784, the Court wrote a letter to Robert Percival the agent for 
Alston Moor, discharging him, as they did not consider that he had conducted their 
affairs satisfactorily. He was given a gratuity of £40 over and above any salary 
owing to him; Thomas Dodd was appointed in his place. On the 10 September 
1784, the Court made the following resolutions: 


“That no agent be permitted to deal in any commodity made use of by the 
miners or smelters, nor that they be permitted to be concerned underhandedly 
with any person who shall deal in such goods, nor be concerned in Whimseys 
or letting horses to draw wagons, or wood, or anything of that kind for the 
Company; and if the salaries we now pay are not sufficient the Company to 
allow them what is equivalent. 


“That the monthly advance money and also what becomes due to them be paid 
to themselves and no other person, in money and not in any kind of Bank notes 
nor any trades people attend pay. 


“That the ore from the Company’s mines and from each mine be kept in 
separate Bingsteads at the several mills and also Bought ore likewise separate 
from them. 


“That the ore of each year be smelted before the ore of the succeeding year be 
begun upon. 


“Thomas Dodd to inspect the workmen employed at the mines on Alston Moor 
and to see that they work their Bargains and ground fairly according to the 
Bargains let them. 


“Upon the above alterations being carried into effect the salaries of the agents 
to be considered and concluded.” 


These were of great importance, and reference to these are made in future 
developments; and following a visit to the north by Mr Hagen and Mr Warner from 
the Court (6 October 1785), these points were re-emphasised along with changes 
in the method of payment to miners. 


“That the Company’s pays in the North which used to be paid half yearly be in 
future paid once every year at Michaelmas and that no one be paid for but what 
is washed and weighed up, and none sent but with a printed ticket of the 
quantity from the mine to the mill.” 


In 1787 work began to build two Air furnaces at Whitfield mill similar to the one 
already built at Egglestone mill, as they considered these to be more efficient than 
the Blast Hearth. On the 11 December 1788, following the success of the Air 
furnaces the Court resolved to install these in all their mills as soon as it was 
convenient. In 1793 the Court instructed Thomas Dodd to erect two refineries at 
Nenthead. In 1796 the minutes of the 11 March show that Robert Stagg and 
Thomas Dodd received promotion, and an increase in salary. “Robert Stagg was 
appointed from Lady Day next Cashier and Superintendent over all the Company 
Smelting works and washing the ore and of the ore and lead carriers and of 
forwarding the lead from the several mills to Blaydon and Stockton in the room of 
Thomas Hall. 


“That Thomas Dodd be appointed Chief mining agent to all the Company’s 
mines and colliery, that he has the superintendency over purchases of 
materials necessary for the working of the mines and that he signs the bills for 
the same before they come to the cashier to pay. 


“That the salary of the Cashier Robert Stagg be £130 per annum from Ladyday 
next. That a house be provided at Alston or in its neighbourhood for the use of 
the Company’s business and that Robert Stagg (Joseph his eldest son took 
over his post in 1808, following his fathers death) reside therein. 


“That the salary of the Chief mining agent Thomas Dodd be £130.” 


One of the major improvements to the mill at Nenthead was introduced by Richard 
Trathen, this was a Stamp mill which was erected in 1796, which ground the ore a lot 
finer so making the extraction of ore more efficient. In a short time, Trathen’s 
bargain per Ton produced such good wages for him that the agent tried to reduce 


them; this attempt was resisted. Trathen was therefore dismissed, but a 
replacement could not be found so he was re-employed by the company. (Trathen is 
mentioned in the account for Rampgill and Scaleburn mines Sept 1798 to Sept 
1799’). 


The Company had tried to purchase the Tynebottom mines in 1796, but this had 
been turned down; on the 9" August 1798 the minutes record that the deed of the 
Tynebottom estates was brought to the Court for which a warrant of £1,400 was 
signed and delivered. 


The fumes from the smelt mill caused problems to the health of those near it, as was 
the case with all mills. Dr Peacock reported® that: 


“l was told that at Nenthead the exit chimney of the smelt mill was formerly situated 
at about 800 yards from the furnaces, and in a somewhat lower situation, and at the 
time the residents in a group of cottages near the chimney suffered from symptoms 
of dyspepsia, with a tendency to colic. Since the chimney was placed at a further 
distance of 400 yards, and in a more elevated and exposed situation this has entirely 
ceased.” 


The horizontal flue that was built at Nenthead (ordered by the Court on the 30" 
November 1802) to take these fumes away was 1100 yards long; in 1844 Joseph 
Stagg (son of Robert) introduced a condenser in order to clean the fumes. The 
minutes of Thursday the 5'" September 1844 record this: 


“The Superintendent be allowed to present Mr J D Stagg (after he has left his 
situation under the Company) with a gratuity of Two hundred pounds in 
consideration of his past services; also to acquaint him that the Court cancel their 
claim upon him for reimbursement of his expenses that have been incurred in taking 
out his patents for his Flume Condenser.” 


“The Superintendent be instructed to proceed immediately with the maturing plans 
and estimates for the construction of a water dam in Priorsdale and for the erection 
of a Flume Condenser at Nenthead and to submit the same to the Court.” He was 
ordered to divide the cost of these over a period of years, at a rate of £1,000 a year. 


The fumes were forced through water using powerful pumps powered by a water 
wheel, the wheel pit can be seen today. On Thursday the 12'" September 1811, the 
Court decided to erect a Roasting Furnace at Nenthead on the advice of Robert 
Stagg. Two reverberatory furnaces and a slag-hearth were built, in 1821 the mill had 
four roasting furnaces, two refining furnaces, one reducing furnace, four ore-hearths 
and a slag hearth. 


Hugh Lee Pattinson who was born in Alston on 29" December 1796 invented a 
major improvement. In 1833 he announced his crystallisation process. In this 
process silver rich lead was melted in a series of set-pans, on cooling crystals of 
lead begin to form these are removed and the silver rich liquid left behind; this 
process is repeated several times until the silver is concentrated into a silver rich 
alloy. The added benefit being that the lead obtained is extremely pure. The old 
process was able to refine lead with 6 oz. silver per ton and be profitable, but with 
the Pattinson process 2 or 3 oz. of silver could be refined with profit. 


The London Lead Company paid £1,050 for the right to use this process.° In the 
minutes of Thursday 18'" February 1847: 


10 


“The Deputy Governor acquainted the Court that he had received a communication 
from Mr Bainbridge informing him that Mr Hugh Lee Pattinson of whom the Company 
in the year 1837 purchased a licence for the use of his patented invention for refining 
lead by crystallisation had applied to the Privy council for an extension of such 
patent. Ordered that Mr Tilson be instructed to take such steps in regard these to as 
he may deem necessary to protect the interest of the Company.” 


The company were constantly improving their methods of obtaining the lead. In 
1849 Attwood, an employee at Nenthead, invented a slime trunking machine. This 
was a box into which slimes (the finest mud from the crushing machines) and water 
were delivered and mixed by revolving blades, the material was then screened by a 
curved perforated plate. The waste was carried away by launder and the slime 
washed and from there was taken to a settling tank. By 1849 the mill had six ore 
hearths, one slag hearth, two reverberatory furnaces, two refining furnaces and a 
desilvering house.'° In 1861 it was also decided to add a Calcinating furnace. In 
1864 the minutes of the 10 May record that the Superintendent was authorised to 
construct a double roasting furnace at Nenthead mill. 


By 1817 the Company had developed greatly and the 1817 Greenwich Hospital 
records show that they had 43 leases, and that they were employing, 328 pickmen, 
81 labourers and 101 washers a total of 510 people. 


Leases held on Alston Moor from Greenwich Hospital. 
Rampgill , Rampgill Sun Vein, Rampgill 2nd Sun Vein, 
Shawfoot, Shawfoot Sun Vein, Shawfoot Cross Vein 
Scaleburn, Scaleburn Moss, Scaleburn Cross Vein 
Middlecleugh, Middlecleugh Cross Vein, Middlecleugh East end 
Middlecleugh 1st Sun Vein, Middlecleugh 2nd Sun Vein 
Longcleugh, Longcleugh West end 

Carrs South end 

Smallcleugh Cross Vein, Smallcleugh flatt 

Longholehead 

Browngill, Browngill Sun Vein 

Thortergill, Thortergill Sun Vein, Thortergill Cross Vein, 
Thortergill Syke 

Bentyfield, Bentyfield Sun Vein 

Coopersdyke Heads 

Garrigill burn old groves 

Tyne bottom West of Tyne, Tyne Bottom Sun Vein 
Crossgill Vein 

Caplecleugh , Caplecleugh Sun Vein, Caplecleugh North Vein 
Caplecleugh Cross Vein 

Cowshills, Cowshills Cross Vein 

Cowhill 

Hangingshaw East end, Hangingshaw Cross Vein 

Carrs East of Nent 


In the 1820’s it was estimated that the Company were spending £6,000 to £7,000 


per year on trials and employing on average 350 men underground, and that they 
had around 20 miles of levels underground." 
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In October 1821 they bought the Ashgill Estate and Priorsdale Manor from Messrs. 
Dickinson and Company and Mrs. Walton, a total of 2,086 Acres 3 Rood’s and 9 
Poles. This high level of expenditure did not end, and in giving evidence to the 
Select Committee for the Rating of mines in 1857, Robert Bainbridge explained that 
the mines of Weardale, Westmoreland and Alston were unprofitable; the only area 
making money was Teesdale. 


In Teesdale the expenditure was £50,000 and the produce was between £95,000 to 
£100,000, and the Lord’s dues had been £15789. He also gave the amount spent 
annually in exploring for new veins by the Company: 


1845 = £18,000 1851 = £17,000 
1846 = £15,000 1852 = £21,000 
1847 = £15,000 1853 = £17,000 
1848 = £16,000 1854 = £14,800 
1849 = £13,000 1855 = £19,560 
1850 = £13,000 1856 = £22,376 


A comparison between the different areas can be seen by looking at the Lord’s dues 
paid by the Lead Company from their 4 districts in 1856. 


Teesdale = £15,790 
Weardale = £695 
Alston Moor = £4,915 
Westmoreland = £ 371 

£21,771 


In the year 1856 the total mining expenditure of the Company was £93,753 13s 5d 
The ore carriage £2,099 14s 7d 

Lead carriage £3,168 15s 7d 

Contribution to workmen’s fund = £100 

making a total of £113,861 1s 3d to which is to be added £16,484 4s 7d is the 
composition for Lord’s duty ore and £513 6s 8d as composition for Lord’s duty lead. 


Bainbridge pointed out that had the Company sold all their lead they would have 
made a good profit in 1856, as it was they made nearly £35,000 profit, and that the 
average profit per year was in the region of £10,000. The figures for Alston Moor 
were given as: — 


Aggregate mining expenditure yearly £70,000 

The yearly average mining produce 15,640 Bings 

@ £5 5s per Bing £82,110 

From which deduct lessors 1/7 duty £11,730 
£70,380 

Adventurers yearly profit £ 380 

Virtually NIL 


Number of mines, say 60 Actual number in 1856 


Whereof yielding profit =) 2 = 3 
Paying dues but not yielding profit =" 35. = 35 
New trials = “22. .= 24 

60 62 


Total Lord’s dues on an average of 9 years 2,234 Bings @ £5 = £11,170 (for 
year 1856, 2,123 Bings @ £5 5s = £11,146) 
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Lord’s dues rendered by Lead Company in the Parishes of Alston and Middleton 
Teesdale 1847 — 1856 


Year Teesdale Alston Moor 
1847 £4,068 £5,169 
1848 £4,176 £4,411 
1849 £4,305 £4,928 
1850 £4,295 £5,623 
1851 £7,849 £4,561 
1852 £6,155 £3,844 
1853 £7,102 £4,247 
1854 £14,209 £4,762 
1855 £12,334 £4,250 
1856 £15,790 £4,915 
TOTAL £80,283 £46,710 


These figures show clearly the decline in importance of the mines on Alston Moor 
and the growth of importance of those in Teesdale. The best years for Alston moor 
occurred in the period 1817 to 1837'* from then on we see a gradual decline in the 
output of lead. This is even more apparent when we look at the average output per 
year for the mining districts between 1800 and 1821; Teesdale 8,000 bings per 
annum, Weardale 17,000 bings per annum, Allendale 8,000 bings per annum and 
Alston moor including Cross Fell 19,000 per annum.'® 


Decade (June to December) Bings Cwts. Value 
1737 - 1747 15,244 1% £33,441 9 6 
1747 - 1757 44,218 0% £104,388 14 2% 
1757 - 1767 71,928 0 £181,747 8 7% 
1767 - 1777 108,410 4 £272,149 0 2 
1777 - 1787 122,052 6% £307,229 10 6 
1787 - 1797 127,937 3 £402,557 10 11% 
1797 - 1807 124,266 4 £596,325 10 1% 
1807 - 1817 110,824 7 £571,628 15 2 
1817 - 1827 217,846 5 £1002,057 12 0 
1827 - 1837 161,894 7 £453,003 3 4% 
1837 - 1847 151,749 2 £607,601 1 8% 
1847 - 1857 157,160 3 £712,078 9 7 
1857 - 1867 129,300 7 £659,043 3 11 
1867 - 1877 74,675 6 £335,492 0 7% 
1877 - 1887 52,196 0% £155,262 14 2% 


In 1863 the Governor and Company’s mines on Alston Moor raised 7,442 Bings of 
ore, out of a total for Alston Moor of 13,453 Bings. 


One of the major changes for the Company occurred in 1816; Thomas Dodd died on 
the 10" April 1816 aged 64 years and Robert Stagg was appointed General 
Superintendent of the Company’s mines and concerns. This heralded many 
changes in the way in which the works were organised, and it was to result in some 
major social reforms and developments, especially at Nenthead; which will be 
discussed later. His work was frequently recognised by the Court, in 1816 he was 
presented with a Compass watch which the Court minutes record cost £17 12s 6d, 
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another example being his award of £1,000 from them on the 11" November 1824. 
In response to this award Robert Stagg wrote to the Court: - 


“Sirs. 

| know not how to acknowledge in adequate terms the obligation conferred 
upon me by the resolution of the Court of the 11" Inst. conveyed to me in so 
flattering a manner, through the medium of the Governor. 

The very great liberality of the Court excites my warmest feelings of gratitude, 
yet | am still more sensibly affected and gratified by the decided expression of 
their continued approbation, contained in that resolution. 

Conscious of insufficiency of my utmost efforts to make a suitable return for 
these repeated instances of liberality and kindness | can only renew to the 
Court the assurance, that whatever degree of ability and health | may possess, 
shall continue to be faithfully and exclusively employed in endeavours to 
promote the prospect of the concern. 

lam very respectfully 
Gentlemen 

Your humble servant 
Robert Stagg” 


He and his family were also to be the beneficiaries of a trust fund set up on the 12" 
December 1817, which the Court minutes of 13" October 1831, show to be valued at 
£6,702 10s 3d. His portrait had also been commissioned to be painted by Mr 
Ramsey. This was presented to the Court on the 26" February, and it was hung in 
the Company’s house in London. Robert Stagg was not a well man, suffering a 
chest complaint as well as back problem, and this is reflected in a letter received by 
the Court on the 5" April 1832. “Il have lately been so tormented with a pain in my 
back that | am wholly unable, at present to undertake a journey to town although 
otherwise my health is fully good as usual. The pain | suffered in travelling from 
Hilton to this place last week demanded all the enduring fortitude | could command 
although in a chaise and the distance only 25 miles. But as the next bargains will 
not be let until the month of June, | hope the setting in of warmer weather may 
sufficiently relieve the rheumatic affliction, to enable me to meet the Court in the 
interim should they still desire it.” 


The Court continued to be concerned for his health as the minute of Thursday the 5" 
September 1839 shows. 


“Following the Courts deputation to the North giving their report. 


“The Court feel deeply the state of health of their Superintendent Mr Robert 
Stagg and having taken into their consideration the amount of salary to be paid 
to him under the new arrangements as detailed in the social report. Resolved 
that the sum be fixed at one thousand pounds per annum from Michaelmas 
next.” On 1% September 1842, the Court heard from the Report of the 
deputation to the North that he had decided to retire. “The Court have heard 
with deep feelings of regret that part of the report of the Deputation who 
recently visited the Company’s works in the North relating to the impaired state 
of health of Mr Robert Stagg which renders him unable any longer to hold the 
situation of Superintendent of their affairs, a trust to which he was appointed 
upwards of 25 years since and the duties of which he discharged with such 
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credit to himself and advantage to the company, as to make the Company 
desirous of recording the deep sense they entertain of his conduct. 


Appointments. 

13 April 1809 Agent at Stanhope Mill. 

24 May 1810 — Cashier and Superintendent of all the Smelting works etc. 

24 February 1814 Superintendent of the Teesdale mines. 

25 April1816 General Superintendent of the Company’s mines and 
concerns in the North. 


“It appears to the Court to be superfluous to enter into any minute particulars of 
the service of Mr Stagg for whether they look to the reports of former 
deputation’s which allude to various abuses and irregularities that had crept 
into the management of the concern at the period that he first took office, and 
to the correction of which his attention was immediately directed or to the 
indefatigable zeal and ability he has directed in making improvements in every 
branch of the concern (particularly in the washing of ore) as also by enforcing a 
rigid principle of economy in the working of the mines by the introduction of a 
general system of order and regularity among them, which has worked so 
successfully to the interest of the Company and to the welfare of the number of 
Human Beings placed under his influence. The Court can only come to the 
same conclusion, that he has most ably performed his duties and reiterate their 
sincere regards at the loss of his valuable services, as their General 
Superintendent, and the more particular so as to the cause which has led to his 
resignation of that situation. 


“Resolved that a copy of the foregoing minute signed by the secretary be 
transmitted to Mr Robert Stagg with the fervent desire of this Court that in the 
office of cashier which he has consented to retain they may yet have the 
benefit for many years of his counsel and advice in the general condition of the 
concern.” 


He did agree to retain his post of cashier, and the Court awarded him a salary of 
£500, which in the event of him retiring from this appointment, an allowance for the 
same amount would continued to him for life. On the 10" July 1851, the Court notes 
that he has tendered his resignation; as a result of this Robert Bainbridge who had 
been appointed as General Superintendent, was also to take the job of cashier. 


On the 29" March 1864 the Court heard of the death of Robert Stagg, he had died at 
Dishforth on Sunday 27" March 1864. 


An interesting note appears in the minutes for the 29'"" March 1864; “The Governor 
informed the Court that in consequence of the late fearful and disastrous catastrophe 
at Sheffield he had been in communication with Mr Bainbridge relative to the state of 
our large water reservoir at Priorsdale.” This was as a result of the disaster in 
Sheffield, which occurred at midnight on 11" March 1864, when the Bradfield 
reservoir broke, 268 (243 bodies found) people were killed in the resulting flood. 


In 1873 the building of a gas works at Stanhope was approved. This was to be built 
by Messrs Porter &Co for a total outlay of not more than £650. 


On the 7" August 1874, the Act to amend the Law respecting the Liability of certain 
property for the purpose of Rates was passed. This now meant that lead mines 
which had previously been exempt from paying the poor rate, following an act 
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passed by Elizabeth the First; now would have to pay it. The Company had been 
fighting such an act since 1759 when the Company had been assessed for the Poor 
Rate in Alston parish. They appointed Mr Palmer a solicitor to fight this on their 
behalf; on 25"" November 1762, the Court heard that the matter had been resolved in 
their favour. “Mr Palmer the Company’s solicitor reported to this Court that the 
cause which has been depending in the Court of the Kings Bench in which the 
Company were plaintiffs and the Church Wardens and Overseers of the Poor of the 
Parish of Aldston in Cumberland were defendants came on to be heard in 
Westminster Hall on Friday the 12" November Instant upon a special case made at 
the Tryal of the cause at the Summer Assizes for Cumberland in the year 1761 for 
the opinion of the judges of the Court of the Kings Bench upon a question whether 
the Company’s lead mines in the said parish were liable to the Poor Rate, and the 
cause having been fully debated at the Bar by the council on both sides. The Court 
consisting of the Lord Mansfield Chief Justice, Mr Justice Dennison and Mr Justice 
Willmot (Sir Michael Foster the other Judge being absent) were unanimously of 
opinion that the Company’s lead mines in the said parish were not liable to be 
assessed to the Poor Rate and that the judgements given at the said assizes for the 
Company (subject to the opinion of the Court) should be confirmed, and Mr Palmer 
having also laid before the Court in writing the substance of the judges argument 
upon their giving judgement in the said cause.” This was not to be the end of the 
matter, the decision being very unpopular with other landowners and businessmen 
who had to pay a higher rate because of this. On the 27'" February 1817 the Court 
heard of a Bill about to go through parliament for the rating of mines and decided to 
oppose it; again on the 15" April 1819, the Court once again expressed that they 
would oppose Mr Morritts Bill “For the more effectually rating the rents, tolls, dues or 
other clear profits of proprietors of mines of metal, to the maintenance of the poor”. 


This Bill lost in its 2nd reading. There were attempts in 1855, 1857, 1866 and 1868 
to get Bills passed through Parliament, to have mines rated, each one was actively 
opposed by the mine companies. The Court minutes of 30th March 1869, were 
prophetic; “the Bill for the Rating of mines did not pass in the last session of 
Parliament, but the probability of the provisions of such a Bill sooner or later 
becoming law is not lost sight of in our negotiations for the renewal of leases.” 


It is shortly after this that the Court begins to look towards abandoning Alston Moor, 


On Tuesday the 8'" December 1874, Mr Bainbridge attended the Court to report on 
the present condition and future prospects of the Alston Moor district having been 
requested to do so by the Court with a view to consider the propriety of abandoning 
the district. As a result of this a Mr H Baureman recommended by Dr Percy of the 
School of Mines attended the Court with a view to consultation as to his appointment 
to visit the North and report upon the Company’s mining operations in general. He 
was to be paid one hundred guineas for his inspection and report, to be paid to him 
on presentation of the report. On 15" August 1882, the Court Resolved: 


“that in accordance with the resolution the general Court of Proprietors of the 
Corporation at the ballot this day taken the offer of Messrs J C Swan and Joseph W 
Swan as contained in their letter dated the 30 June 1882 for purchase of the 
freehold and leasehold properties known as Priorsdale, Nenthead and Garrigill with 
the mining plant stocks etc. as mentioned in their said letter be and the same is 
hereby accepted and that the solicitors of the company be instructed to prepare the 
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proper form of letter to be written by the secretary to Messrs Swan informing them of 
the acceptance of their offer and to do everything needful for carrying out the sale.” 


There is some confusion as to the amount paid by Messrs. Swan for the Companies 
properties etc. A. Raistrick'* says that it was £30,562 7s 7d, but J. K. Almond'® 
suggests that a document prepared for the buyers refers to £50,000 as the 
estimated cost. The Lead Company minutes show the following: - 


3 October 1882 “received £10,000 from Messrs Swan.” 


18' May 1883 “received a bankers draft of £10,000 being the second instalment due 
from Messrs Swan for the Alston Moor mines and properties.” 


10 July 1883 “Resolved that Messrs Swan be informed that the Court are not 
prepared to accept any variation in the terms of the proposal already submitted and 
that the stipulations of the contract of 30 June 1882 for the sale of the Nenthead 
properties must therefore be complied with and the Court will expect the £10,000 
due on the 29" instant to be paid on that day.” 


There is no record of that payment having being made but on Tuesday 15" January 
1884, they record that: 


“£30,562 7s 7d received from Messrs Swan in payment of the purchase money for 
the Nenthead etc properties and mines and for zinc ore and stores.” This could 
mean that the cost was £50,562 7s 7d, but the minutes could certainly be 
misleading, as they are not a full account of the proceedings of the Company. The 
only other reference to the sale is made on the 1° January 1884, “The seal of the 
Company be affixed to six deeds of conveyance of freehold and leasehold properties 
situated at Priorsdale, Nenthead and Garrigill and two deeds of assignment of mines 
in Alston Moor which were sold to John Cameron Swan and Joseph Wilson Swan 
but which have now become seated in the Nenthead and Tynedale Lead and Zinc 
Company.” 


Having now abandoned their interests in Alston Moor the Company concentrated on 
its activities in Teesdale; its headquarters being in Middleton in Teesdale. The 
Company had begun building in Middleton in Teesdale in around 1815, like 
Nenthead they built a school, chapel, clock tower, baths, offices, ready money shop, 
and many farms and cottages. Unlike Nenthead, the village was well established 
before the Company began their work, so the building by them was merely in 
addition to existing housing and amenities. That part of the village associated with 
the Company is Masterman Place, and it was erected in 1833, to a design by Mr 
Ignatius Bonomi (a Durham based architect), the cottages like those in Nenthead 
were all built with their own gardens. Middleton House the Company headquarters 
held a commanding position above the road, and this is where the clock tower was 
built; the house also directly overlooked the Company school. In 1884, the 
Company became a Limited Liability Company, following a decision of the Court on 
17" December 1883 and an extraordinary general meeting held on 8'" January 1884. 
The problems for the Company had not gone away, and the minutes of 10' April 
1884, paint a bleak future. “The following report of the Deputation was laid before 
the Court. 


“It does not appear possible to effect any economies which would so reduce the cost 
of production as to enable the Company to carry on business without a heavy loss. 
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“The only hope lies in a substantial rise in the price of lead or a great success in 
discovery of veins of lead or silver ore. 


“The prospects of finding silver at Ashgillhead are encouraging and the lead market 
is rising. 

“It appeared to the Deputation on the whole desirable to continue operations at all 
points for the present effecting all the reductions of expenditure that can be prudently 
made and realising the Middleton residence and adjoining property (not the cottages 
or small houses at present) during the coming season. 


“The Deputation recommend the Court pension Mr Bainbridge senior and to appoint 
Mr C Bainbridge Superintendent and General Manager at a salary not exceeding 
£500 per annum with a house rent free with powers and duties to be hereafter 
defined. 


“Letters from Mr Bainbridge resigning his office and from his son withdrawing his 
letter of 318t March in which he resigned his employment were read accepted. 


“Resolved that a payment be made to Mr Bainbridge of £2,000 equivalent of a life 
annuity of £410. And that he leaves the residence and give up vacant possession at 
Midsummer. Also that his present salary be paid up to that date. 


“Resolved that Mr Charles Bainbridge be appointed General Manager with powers 
and duties to be hereafter prescribed at a salary of £500 and that he be granted a 
fortnights leave of absence. Also that he be desired to come up to attend the Court 
on Tuesday the 29" instant.” 


Over the next few years the Company gradually reduced its commitments, the aim 
being to reduce their expenditure by £8,000 per annum. On 27' January 1891, 
following the resignation of Charles Bainbridge Mr John Millican was appointed as 
mine manager for the Company; he had been the mine superintendent for Alston 
Moor. The decline in the lead market in this country continued and around March 
1905 the company was wound up; details of this period are scarce as the minute 
book covering this period is missing. 


Fortunately there is some information available which can be found in the Letter 
Book of James Heslop the Lead Mine Bailiff for Raby Estates.'® In a letter to Mr 
Scarth of Raby Estates dated 20" November 1897 he gives the Lead Company lead 
sales, as well as details of the progress of Lady Rake and Wiregill mines. 


“15th May 1897 the sold 2,057 Tons for £24,345 5s 6d average per Ton £11 
16s 81/2d 


31st October 1897 the sold 2,150 Tons for £27,036 12s 6d average per Ton 
£12 11s 7d 


Total of 4,207 Tons for £51,391 18s average per Ton £12 4s 3d 


“lam glad to say that Lady Rake is looking considerably better, within the last 
10 days they have again cut the vein at the North End, and it is now carrying 
about 3 Bings per shift, which | hope will continue. 


“Wiregill is also very good in the Sump, and when they get their pumping 
arrangements completed | expect the produce will be considerably greater than 
it has been during the past year.” 
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The Company entered a period of rapid decline which can be seen in the information 
that follows. 


Statement showing quantity of Lead ore delivered from the London Lead Company 
Teesdale mines during year ending 31st October 1897 as compared with the year 1896!” 


Year ending 31st October 1897 Year ending 31st October 1896 

Name of mine Bause Tails Cuttings Total Bause Tails Cuttings Total 

B c Bec Bc Bec Bc Bc B ec Bc 
Coldberry 84 0 84 0 0 0 0 0 104 O 104 
Lodge Sike 26 1 26 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Wiregill Top 918 225 6 118 0 1,261 6 1,581 0 379 0 121 O 2,081 
Wiregill Sump 2,015 4 452 4 = 93 0 2,561 O 1,503 0 326 0 92 0 1,921 
Little Eggleshope 1,402 326 0 44 0 1,772 0 2,698 0 781 0 134 0 3,613 
Lady Rake 1,247 4 142 2 51 1,441 0 1,492 2 177 6 50 1,720 
Total for Year 5,583 21,146 4 416 1 7,145 7 7,274 21,663 6 501 9,439 
Little Eggleshope 
T Hutchinson Esq 1,146 5 248 33 1,427 5 

Bings cwt 

Being a decrease at Coldberry of 20 


Being a decrease at Wiregill Topof 819 2 
Being a decrease at Eggleshope of 1,841 0 
Being a decrease at Lady Rake of 279 

Total decrease of 2,959 2 


Being an increase at Lodge Sike of 26 «1 
Being an increase at Wiregill Sump of 640 

Total increase of 6661 
Total decrease for the year 1897 2,293 1 


James S Hyslop 
9th November 1897 


The London Lead Company’s Gross average price for Pig Lead sold during year 
ending 31st October 1898 being £13 3s 8.69d per Ton or £13 16s 10.92d per Fother 
of 21 cwt making the price on the quantity raised at:- 


1/16 Duty 3/4.67 per Bing 
1/13 Duty 4/2.056 per Bing 
or £2 14s 2.73d per Bing of Duty ore 


The report of the directors of the Lead Company for 1899 gives little hope for 
improvement. 


“The directors regret that the falling off in the produce of the mines which has 
been referred to in several proceeding half yearly reports has become still more 
serious during the period under review and is causing them much anxiety, as 
there is no appearance of improvement at present. The 3 leading exploratory 
trials in Lower Teesdale have been completed resulting in disappointment after 
considerable outlay. The trial in upper Teesdale is still in progress. 


“The short supply of ore to the mill greatly increases the cost of manufacture, it 
being impossible to reduce all expenses in proportion to the smaller quantity of 
ore to be treated. 
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“The profit and loss account for the half year shows a credit balance of a little 
over £2,000, and as this amount will be about sufficient to afford a Dividend of 
5/- per share the directors recommend to the proprietors to declare a dividend 
of that amount. 


“It must be understood however that the Balance profit has not been the result 
of the ore raising of the half year, which on the contrary has been carried on at 
a loss. The profit has been due to sales having been effected of stocks brought 
forward from previous half year, which was valued at the time at a much lower 
figure than the sales in fact realised. 


“It will be seen from the account that the stock of lead ore carried forward is 
greatly reduced as compared with former times, so that this source of profit 
which has largely helped the past half year, cannot be looked for in future.” 


Abstract of the number of men employed and the quantity of Lead ore raised by the 
London Lead Company year ending the 31st October 1900 


Name of mine Getting Dead Labourers Washers Total Totalore Rate Duty ore Price per Amount of 
ore work delivered sold Bing money 
B c Bc £ sd 
Little Eggleshope 9 1 6 7 23 632 6 I/13 48 5513 £3 18s 14d 190 2 4 
Wiregill (Top) 34. 0 =1/10 3s 32/10 13 57 
Wiregill (Sump) 29 5 18 12 64 892 0 1/13 65 412/13 265 0 4 
Coldberry 3 3 8 O 1/10 8 64/10 34 76 
Lodge Sike 3 3 8 0 1/10 64/10 3. 26 
Ladies Rake 16 3 7 5 31 286 O 1/13 22 85 188 
Totals 54 9 31 30 124 1940 6 152 24/13 594 1611 
Way Leave T Hutchinson’s Royalty at Little Eggleshope 3 Tons 12 cwt at 2d per ton 70 
Total for the Lead Co. 594 176 


The London Lead Company’s Gross average price for Pig Lead sold during year 
ending 31st October 1900 being £17 4s 8.96d per Ton or £18 12s 5.81d per Fother 
of 21 cwt making the price on the quantity raised at: — 

1/13 Duty 6/0.11 per Bing 

1/10 Duty 7/9.74 per Bing 

or £3 18s 1.45d per Bing of Duty ore 


In 1902 the Lead Company informed James Heslop that they intended to close their 
works in October of that year. In September the Company had started to dismantle 
their equipment at Coldberry and Lady Rake mines. 


The table below gives the final Company figures entered in the letter book of James 
Heslop. 


The London Lead Company Ltd Middleton Teesdale 
The Royalty Dues raised in the manor of Middleton during year ending 
31st October 1902 


Name of mine Total quantity Rate Quantity of Price per Amount of 
Ofore raised ofduty Dutyore Bing money from each mine 
B oc B Cc £ os d 
Little Eggleshope 585 7 1/16 36 415/16 £2 7s 11.21d 87 15 3 
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Wiregill Top 361 O 1/13 27 62/13 66 11 1 
Wiregill Sump 1011 6 1/16 63 114/16 151 11 #O 
Coldberry 65 O- 1/13 5 11 19 8 
Lodge Sike 1 0 1/13 0 8/13 3. «68 
Skears 1 0 1/13 0 8/13 3. «8 
Ladies Rake 2 5 1/16 15/16 7 11 
Duty ore from Green 

Hurth mine 3 2 £2 Os Od 6 10 0O 
Coldberry (Washed up after 11 O 1/13 6 10/13 2 0 7 
the end of year 31S Oct. 1902) 

Totals for 

Lead Co. mines. 2039 2 133 63/13 320 12 10 


THE LAST YEARS OF “THE GOVERNOR AND COMPANY FOR SMELTING 
DOWN LEAD WITH PITCOAL & SEACOAL” 


The last few years of the Governor & Company (London Lead Company) are a bit of 
a mystery as the minute books stop after November 1899, the last minute book 
being missing. Unfortunately, the Index to the letter books referred to by Arthur 
Raistrick has gone missing. 


Some light can be put onto the situation if other documents are referred to, 
newspaper reports and the records of the Crewe Estates. 


In 1900 James Hyslop the agent for the Crewe estates reported that the Lead 
Company had employed 194 men and raised 2477 Bings 1 cwt of ore, for the year 
ending 31% October 1899. For the year ending 31% October 1901 these figures had 
fallen to 107 men and 1858 Bings 2 cwt of ore raised"®. 


The returns for the 31St October 1902 show an increase in the amount of ore 
delivered 2039 Bings 2 cwt, but they also show no men employed 


In 1902 the Lead Company informed James Hyslop that they intended to close their 
works in October of that year. In September the Company had started to dismantle 
their equipment at Coldberry and Lady Rake mines. 


The newspapers give the next items of interest. The London Gazette gives the 
following information relating to the activities of the company: — 


11th October 1901. London Gazette 
Lead Office, 9, Martin's Lane, Cannon Street, 
London, E.C., October 8, 1901. 


NOTICE is hereby given, that an Extraordinary General Court of the Corporation of 
the Governor and Company for Smelting down Lead with Pit Coal and Sea Coal will 
be held at the Company's office, 9, Martin's-lane, Cannon street, in the city of 
London, on Wednesday, the 23rd day of October, 1901, at one o'clock in the 
afternoon precisely, for the purpose of considering the position as to the various 
mining and other properties held by the Company under leases, and passing such 
resolutions in regard thereto as may then be determined on. 
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By order, JOHN ELLIOTT, Secretary. 


11th July 1902. London Gazette 
Lead Office, 9, Martin's-Lane, Cannon-Street, 
London, E.C., 8th July 1902. 


NOTICE is hereby given, that a General Court of the Corporation of the Governor 
and Company for Smelting Down Lead with Pit Coal and Sea Coal, will be held at 
the Company's Office, 9, Martin's lane, 


Cannon street, in the city of London, on Tuesday, the 29th day of July instant, at 1 
o'clock in the afternoon precisely, being a half-yearly General Court, to receive the 
accounts for the last half-year; as also to consider the question of realizing the 
property and assets of the Company, and passing such resolutions in regard thereto 
as may then be determined on. The Transfer Book will be closed from the 23rd to 
29th instant, inclusive. By order, 


JOHN ELLIOTT, Secretary. 


21st August 1903. London Gazette 

LEAD OFFICE, 

9, Martin's lane, Cannon street, London, E.C. 
18th August, 1903. 


NOTICE is hereby given, that a Special General Court of the Corporation of the 
Governor and Company for Smelting Down Lead with Pit Coal and Sea Coal, will he 
held at the Office of the Corporation, 9, Martin’s lane, Cannon street, in the city of 
London, on Tuesday, the 8th day of September, 1903, at one o'clock in the 
afternoon precisely, to take into consideration a recommendation that will then be 
presented by the Court of Assistants in regard to returns to the proprietors on 
account of capital as the result of realizations of the property and assets of the 
Corporation under the resolution of the General Court of the Corporation, held on the 
29th day of July, 1902, and passing such resolutions in regard thereto as may then 
be determined on, and, if agreed to, a resolution which will then be submitted for 
carrying out and giving effect to the recommendation aforesaid. 


By order of the Court of Assistants, 
JOHN ELLIOTT, Secretary. 


The Hexham Courant reported in the paper dated 12th December 1903: 


"£33,000 for Teesdale miners 

"The London Lead Company having relinquished the lead mining Royalties in 
Teesdale, and the Governor and Company having wound up the concern, the 
question has arisen as to the disposal of the Miner's Fund, which had at one time 
accumulated assets to the value of about £100,000. The London Lead Company 
handsomely subsidised the workmen's contributions from time to time, but are now 
giving up the management and control of the fund, which is now estimated to be 
worth £33,000. A private meeting has just been held, attended by about 300 
members of the various branches, when it was resolved by a majority of sixty that 
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the fund be dissolved. It is understood that the distribution of the fund will be 
effected through the Court of Chancery'®." 


The London Gazette of 28th June 1904 had the following information: — 
Re LEAD COMPANY'S WORKMEN'S FUND SOCIETY. 


"PURSUANT to a Judgment dated 9th May, 1904, of the High Court of Justice, 
Chancery Division, made in the matter of the trusts of the trust funds of the Lead 
Company's Workmen's Fund Society, and in an action Lowes and another against 
the Governor and Company for Smelting down Lead with Pit Coal and Sea Coal and 
others, 1904, L. No. 429, whereby the Court declared that the affairs of the Society 
ought, as from the 1st May, 1904 to be wound up, and that the rights of all parties 
beneficially interested in the trust funds of the said Society ought to be ascertained, 
and such funds distributed by and under the direction of the Court, and whereby it 
was ordered that a scheme for the division of the said trust funds among the parties 
beneficially interested therein be settled by the Judge, and pursuant to an Order 
dated 11th June, 1904, whereby the Judge dispensed with service of notice of the 
said Judgment upon the members of the said Society who were not parties to the 
action, and instead thereof ordered that advertisements be published once in the 
London Gazette, once in the Times, and twice each in Lloyd's Weekly Newspaper, 
the Penrith Observer, the Teesdale Mercury, the Darlington and Stockton Times, 
and the North Star (published at Darlington), giving notice of the said Judgment and 
of the proposed scheme for the division of the trust moneys and of the date when the 
same would be settled, and that a copy of the said Judgment and of the proposed 
scheme be sent by post, prepaid, to all such members whose addresses were 
known to the plaintiffs Solicitors: Notice is hereby given, that the Judge has directed 
that the scheme of distribution of the Society's funds shall be settled upon the 
principal of return to the Members of the Society as existing on the 1st May, 1904, of 
their contributions, including fines on admission, but irrespective of fines or 
payments in respect of sick pay or weekly allowances or other benefits, and without 
interest. And notice is hereby also given, that the scheme for the division of the trust 
funds among the parties beneficially interested therein will be settled in accordance 
with such direction, and that Wednesday, the 27th day of July, 1904, at 2 of the 
o'clock in the afternoon, at the chambers of Mr. Justice Buckley and Mr. Justice 
Warrington, at the Royal Courts of Justice, Strand, London, is appointed for the 
settlement of the said scheme. 


RICHD. WHITE, Master. 


In order to find out what exactly was happening | looked to the Times Law reports for 
an answer. 


The Times Law Reports vol. 20 
Chancery Division (Warrington J) 
9" May 1904 


Unregistered Society-Winding up-Jurisdiction of Court-Right of pensioners in society- 
"Indefeasibly entitled" to weekly payments. 


The Court held that it had jurisdiction to wind up the society and to settle a scheme 
for the equitable distribution of the assets and that the words "indefeasibly entitled" 
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did not mean that the pensioners were indefeasibly entitled to the weekly payments 
whether the funds of the society were sufficient or not. 


The plaintiffs in this action, who sued on behalf of themselves and all other members 
of the above named society who were under the age of 65 years, claimed a 
declaration that upon the true construction of the rules of the society and in the 
events which had happened, the members of the society who had attained the age 
of 65 years in March 1904 were not entitled to a first charge on the funds of the 
society for their pensions of 6s a week in priority to members who had not attained 
that age, and to have the society dissolved and its affairs wound up under the 
direction of the Court. The circumstances giving rise to the necessity for this action, 
were shortly as follows: - 


The Governor and Company for Smelting down Lead with Pit Coal and Sea Coal 
was established by Royal Charter about 1700°°, and formerly carried on extensive 
mining and smelting works in the North of England. In the year 1817 a society for 
the benefit of the workmen in the employ of the Company was founded called the 
Lead Company's Workmen's Fund Society®’, to which the company made 
considerable contributions during the early stages of its existence. No deed of any 
kind was ever entered into by or on behalf of the company with reference to this 
society, but the funds of the society stood in the name or in the books of the 
company, and the society was managed by a general committee in accordance with 
printed rules, which were varied from time to time, the latest rules being those 
sanctioned in 1891; the Governor and Company being the trustees of the fund. The 
objects of this society were to promote and establish union, friendship, and mutual 
assistance among its members, and to provide for them, by means and out of the 
society's funds, aid towards a comfortable subsistence in times of sickness and old 
age, and other benefits and advantages as thereinafter mentioned in the rules. 
Membership was confined to regular workmen, agents, clerks, and others in the 
employment of the company. The members on their admission paid fines varying in 
amount according to their respective ages on the day of admission, and a yearly 
contribution of 30s to the society's funds until they attained the age of 65. The 
benefits given by the society to its members by rule 22 included an allowance of 7s a 
week to every member who had not attained 65, was confined to his bed by sickness 
or infirmity, with a smaller allowance in the event of partial incapacity, and then the 
rule proceeded as follows: -"Every member upon attaining the age of 65 years shall 
cease to contribute to the society, and he can then no longer claim any allowance for 
accident or sickness but shall become indefeasibly entitled to a weekly allowance of 
6s for the remainder of his life, whether in sickness or in health, and without being 
under any restriction as to work, and such weekly allowance shall not be liable to 
forfeiture under any of these rules." There was a provision for excluding a member 
from the society if his subscription was in arrear for a year, and for stopping the 
allowance for malingering, intemperance, or misconduct, and other reasons defined 
by the rules. The society was never registered under the Friendly Societies Acts. 
Owing to a fall in prices the company discontinued working their mines, surrendered 
their royalties, and were now selling off their property. The local officials of the 
company in the counties of Durham, Cumberland, and Westmoreland had all been 
discharged and the company had ceased to carry on business, and no longer 
employed any workmen, and no new members of the society had been admitted 
since 1899. The invested funds of the society now consisted of some £32,000 
Consols** standing in the name of the company. There were at present 439 
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members of the society of whom 88 had attained the age of 65 years; and it was 
admitted that with no new members coming in, the society was insolvent, and that if 
it continued to pay the 6s a week pension to the members who had attained 65 out 
of its capital, and also to make the usual sick-pay allowances, the younger members 
of the society would probably receive nothing. The matter came before the late Mr 
Justice Byrne in March last, when he considered it desirable that the opinion of the 
members should be ascertained as to the desirability of a dissolution. A circular with 
a voting paper attached was accordingly sent out convening a meeting for this 
purpose, with the result that 54 pensioners and 250 non pensioners voted for a 
dissolution by the court and 29 pensioners and 31 non pensioners voted against a 
dissolution in any form either by the Court or under the Friendly Societies Act. The 
main question now raised was whether the Court had jurisdiction to make any such 
order; and there was also a further question as to the meaning of "indefeasibly 
entitled to a weekly allowance of 6s for the remainder of his life" in the case of 
members who had attained 65 years. 


Mr Norton. K.C., and Mr MacSwinney, for the plaintiffs, contended that the society 
was in effect a partnership, and could be wound up by the Court. True the partners 
were numerous but they could be divided into classes, and each class could be, and 
was, separately represented; and they submitted that if each class was represented, 
as here, a decree for dissolution could be made without having all the partners’ 
parties. 


Mr Cave, K.C., and Mr Adler, for persons representing the pensioners voting for a 
dissolution, supported this argument, and further contended that all members who 
had attained 65 were indefeasibly entitled to receive a full 6s a week for the rest of 
their lives, whether the assets of the society were sufficient or not; and that a 
dissolution would not effect their rights in this respect. 


Mr Rowden, K.C., and Mr Stokes, for persons representing pensioners and non 
pensioners who had voted against dissolution in any form, argued that it was a 
misuse of words to call an association of this kind a partnership, and that there was 
no jurisdiction to order a dissolution and no precedent for such an order. 


Mr T H Carson K.C., and Mr A J Spencer appeared for the company. 


Mr Justice Warrington, in giving judgement, said the question raised was a 
somewhat difficult one, but he thought he saw his way to doing justice between the 
members. The question was whether he was entitled to make an order to wind up 
the affairs of this society and to make an equitable distribution of its assets. No 
authority directly in point had been cited; but he came to the conclusion after careful 
consideration of "Pearce v Piper," 17 Ves., 1, decided by Lord Eldon, in 1809, that 
he had jurisdiction to make such an order. The evidence was plain that if the society 
was allowed to go on making payments it had hitherto made the younger members 
of the society would get nothing. The Court had, in his opinion, a right to interfere, 
and see that an equitable distribution of the fund was made. His Lordship, after 
stating the facts and the rules, accordingly made an order for the dissolution of the 
society, and referred the matter to Chambers to settle a scheme as to the rights of 
the members in the fund. With reference to the claim, of the pensioners who had 
attained 65, his Lordship came to the conclusion that "indefeasibly entitled" meant 
indefeasibly entitled notwithstanding the provisions in the rules as to exclusion and 
forfeiture, not indefeasibly** entitled** whether funds were sufficient or not, as of 
course the rules assumed that the society would have sufficient funds. These 


25 


weekly allowances were therefore liable to reduction in proportion to the insufficiency 
of the fund. Pending the settlement of the scheme the pensioners might continue to 
be paid, and would have to account for these payments when distribution was 
ultimately made. As the company were anxious to be relieved from further 
responsibility, his Lordship at the request of all parties interested, appointed two 
more trustees of the fund, and directed the Consols to be transferred to them. 
[Solicitors-Ridsdale and Son, for W. J. and H. C. Watson, Barnard Castle; Clarke, 
Rawlins, and Co.] 


The next reference to the Lead Company comes in an advert, which | found in the 
Times newspaper, which helped to clarify the situation. 


The Times 30" June 1904 page 1 


Re Lead Company's Workmen's Fund Society. Pursuant to a judgement dated 9" 
May 1904, of the High Court of Justice, Chancery Division, made in the matter of the 
trusts of the trust funds of the Lead Company's Workmen's Fund Society, and in the 
action Lowes and another against the Governor and Company for Smelting down 
Lead with Pit Coal and Sea Coal and others 1904, L. No. 429, whereby the Court 
declared that the affairs of the Society ought as from the 1! May 1904, to be wound 
up and that the rights of all parties beneficially interested in the trust funds of the said 
society ought to be ascertained, and such funds distributed by and under the 
direction of the Court and whereby it was ordered that a scheme for the division of 
the said trusts among the parties beneficially interested therein be settled by the 
Judge and pursuant to an order dated 11‘ June 1904, whereby the Judge dispensed 
with service of notice of the said Judgement upon the members of the said society 
who were not parties to the action, and instead thereof ordered that advertisements 
be published once in the London Gazette, once in The Times, and twice each in 
Lloyd's Weekly Newspaper, the Penrith Observer, the Teesdale Mercury, the 
Darlington and Stockton Times, and the North Star (published at Darlington), giving 
notice of the said Judgement and of the proposed scheme for the division of the trust 
moneys and of the date when the same would be settled, and that a copy of the said 
Judgement and of the proposed scheme be sent by post, prepaid to all such 
members whose addresses were known to the plaintiffs Solicitors. Notice is hereby 
given that the Judge has directed that the SCHEME of DISTRIBUTION of the 
SOCIETY'S FUNDS shall be settled upon the principle of return to the Members of 
the Society as existing on the 1S May 1904 of their contributions, including fines of 
admission, but irrespective of fines or payments in respect of sick pay or weekly 
allowances or other benefits and without interest. And notice is hereby also given, 
that the scheme for the division of the trust funds among the parties beneficially 
interested therein will be settled in accordance with such direction, and that 
Wednesday the 27" day of July, at 2 of the clock in the afternoon at the Chambers of 
Mr Justice Buckley and Mr Justice Warrington at the Royal Courts of Justice, Strand, 
London, is appointed for the settlement of the said scheme. 


Richd. White, Master 
Ridsdale & Son 5 Grays Inn Square, London. Agents for W. J. & H. C. Watson, 
Barnard Castle, Durham, Plaintiff's Solicitors. 


The final references that | have been able to discover are: — 
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Hexham Courant of the 21st January 1905. 

"Teesdale Lead Industry 

"Distribution of the Provident fund 

The closing of the London Lead mines in Teesdale necessitated the dissolution of 
the provident fund established in 1817 in connection with the works. The Company 
on its dissolution applied to court for an order as to what should be done with the 
money accumulated. An order was accordingly made that each living member of the 
Society should receive the amount he paid in. This has now been done. In 
September, a sum of about £23,000 was disbursed amongst the odd 4300 
members. This left a sum, after taxed costs of the suit, bankers charges, medical 
officers fees etc had been paid, Messrs Barclay and Co, giving every facilities for the 
payment in cash of a large portion at Middleton-in-Teesdale and for the payment of 
the balance at Barnard Castle on Friday. The Teesdale lead industry is now almost 
a thing of the past." 


27th January 1905. London Gazette 
LEAD OFFICE, January 24th, 1905. 


NOTICE is hereby given, that a General Court of the Corporation of the Governor 
and Company for Smelting down Lead with Pit Coal and Sea Coal, will be held at the 
Company's Office, 9, Martin's lane, Cannon street, London, on Tuesday, the 14th 
February next, at one o'clock in the afternoon precisely, being a half-yearly General 
Court to receive an account of the progress made in the realization of the 
Company's assets. The Transfer Book will be closed from the 7th to the 14th 
February, inclusive. By order of the Court of Assistants, 


JOHN ELLIOTT, Secretary. 


12th May 1911. London Gazette 
LEAD COMPANY'S OFFICE. 


28th April 1911. NOTICE is hereby given, that a General Court of the Corporation of 
the Governor and Company for Smelting Down Lead with Pit Coal and Sea Coal will 
be hold at the Company's office, 9, Martin's lane, Cannon street, in the city of 
London, on Tuesday, the 30th day of May, at 12 o'clock at noon precisely, being a 
final General Court to receive and confirm the accounts and to authorise the Court to 
deal with the cash and remaining assets, and passing such resolutions in regard 
thereto as may then be determined on. —By order of the Court. 


JOHN ELLIOTT, Secretary 
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Appendix 1 


Copy of the Charter of the Corporation of the Governor & Co. for 
Smelting down Lead with Pit Coal and Sea Coal. 
Dated 4 October 1692 


Source: LLC 41, The North of England Institute of Mining and Mechanical Engineers 
(NEIMME), Newcastle upon Tyne. 


William and Mary by the Grace of God of England, Scotland, France and 
Ireland King and Queen Defenders of the Faith &c. To all to whom these 
Presents shall come greeting. Whereas we are desirous to encourage the 
opening and working of Lead Mines and yet nevertheless as far as the same 
may be done to preserve the Timber and Wood growing in this our kingdom 
And it having been represented to us by the Petition of our truly and well 
beloved subjects, Constantine Vernatty, Thomas Addison, and John Nix, 
Esquires, John Moore and George Moore of London, Merchants on behalf of 
themselves and others that they with great Industry Study and expence have by 
several furnaces ways Enquiries Methods and Means not hitherto found out or 
put in practice by any other of our subjects within this Kingdom brought to 
perfection and put in practice a very useful way of smelting down purifying and 
refining Lead Ore with Pit Coal and Sea Coal and making the same into good 
and merchantable Lead fit for all uses which will be of great advantage and use 
to this Kingdom in general by working and improving several Lead Mines 
which are now altogether neglected for want of wood to smelt and melt down 
the same and will save the consumption of great quantities of wood which are 
now daily spent in the smelting of Lead and will promote the rendering of lead 
by reason the same can be smelted at cheaper rates by Pit Coal and Sea Coal 
than it can by Wood. And also, humbly representing unto us That it will require 
a considerable Stock effectually to carry on the said undertaking for the most 
advantage of the Public. And to that end have humbly besought us to 
incorporate them and others for the purpose aforesaid the better to enable them 
to manage and carry on the same by a Joint Stock. 

Know Ye therefore that we being desirous to promote all endeavours lending to 
the Public good of this Our Kingdom and to encourage so commendable an 
Undertaking of our special grace certain knowledge and meer motion Have 
granted constituted declared and appointed and by these presents for Us our 
Heirs and Successors Do Grant constitute declare and appoint That our trusty 
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and well beloved Subjects Richard Owen, Constantine Vernatty, Francis Baker, 
Thomas Addison and George Clerke Esquires George Moore, Thomas Boon, 
John Moor, John Henley, Matthias Cupper, Richard Adams, and John Frank, 
Merchants and such others as shall be admitted into the Society hereinafter 
mentioned shall be and shall be called one Body corporate and politic in Deed 
and in Name by the name of “The Governor and Company for Smelting down 
Lead with Pit Coal and Sea Coal” and them by the name of the Governor and 
Company for Smelting down Lead with Pit Coal and Sea Coal. We do for the 
purpose aforesaid really and fully for Us our Heirs and Successors make and 
ordain constitute establish confirm and declare by these presents to be one body 
corporate and politic in Deed and in Name for ever. And that by the same name 
of Governor and Company for Smelting down Lead with Pit Coal and Sea Coal 
they shall have perpetual succession and that they and their successors by the 
name of the Governor and Company for Smelting down Lead with Pit Coal and 
Sea Coal they shall have perpetual succession. And that they and their 
successors by the Name of the Governor and Company for Smelting down Lead 
with Pit Coal and Sea Coal from time to time and at all times hereafter shall be 
able and capable in Law to have purchase receive enjoy and retain Lands, 
Tenements, Rents, Privileges, Liberties, Franchises and Hereditaments and also 
goods and chattels of what kind nature and quantity such they be to them and 
their successors and also to give grant align, assign and dispose of lands 
tenements and hereditaments goods and chattels and to do and execute all and 
singular other things by the same name that to them shall or may appertain to 
do. And that they and their successors by the name of the Governor and 
Company for Smelting down Lead with Pit Coal and Sea Coal may plead and 
be impleaded answer and be answered unto defend and be defended in 
whatsoever courts and places and before any Judges Justices or Officers of us 
our Heirs and successors in all and singular Actions, Pleas, Suits and Plaints, 
matters and demands of what kind or quality soever they shall be in the same 
manner and form and as fully and amply as any of our subjects of this Realm of 
England may or can do plead or be impleaded answer and be answered unto 
defend and be defended. And that the said Governor and Company for 
Smelting down Lead with Pit Coal and Sea Coal and their successors may have 
a Common Seal for the business and affairs of the said Company and that it 
shall and may be lawful to and for the said Governor and Company and their 
successors the same Seal from time t time at their Will and pleasure to break 
change alter or make new as to them shall seem expedient. And further we will 
and by these presents for us our heirs and successors do ordain that there shall 
be from henceforth one of the said Company to be constituted elected and 
appointed in such form and manner as hereafter in these presents is expressed 
who shall be and be called the Governor of the said Company and that there 
shall be from henceforth a Deputy Governor and so many other persons not 
exceeding the number of twenty four who shall and be called the Assistants of 
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the said Company to be constituted elected and appointed in such manner and 
form as hereinafter in these presents is directed and expressed for the managing 
and carrying on the business and affairs belonging to the said Company. And 
we do hereby make and Ordain the said Richard Owen to be first and present 
Governor of the said Company and the said George Moor to be the first and 
present Deputy Governor of the said Company and the said Constantine 
Vernatty, Francis Baker, Thomas Adison, George Clerke, Thomas Boon, John 
Moor, John Henly, Matthias Cupper, Richard Adams and John Frank to be first 
and present Assistants of the said Company. The said Governor, Deputy 
Governor and Assistants to be continued in their respective offices until the 
twenty fifth day of December next insuing the date hereof, and from and after 
that time until some other fit persons shall be duly elected and sworn into the 
said offices of Governor, Deputy Governor and Assistants of the said Company 
if they shall so long live. And we do hereby for us our heirs and successors 
give and grant unto the said Governor and Company and their successors power 
and authority to hold or keep a Court in some Hall or place within the cities of 
London or Westminster and there to assemble and meet together so often as 
they see cause to treat and consult concerning the affairs of the said Company. 
And we do hereby for us our heirs and successors grant and declare that the said 
Governor, Deputy Governor and Assistants or any seven or more of them 
(timely notice being given by the Governor or Deputy Governor for the time 
being to all the Assistants) shall make and be called the committee of the said 
Company (whence the Governor or Deputy Governor shall be always one) and 
that it shall be lawful for the said committee from time to time and so often as 
they shall see cause to choose and appoint a Treasurer or Treasurers, 
Secretary’s, Book keepers, Clerks, Beadles or other under officers necessary for 
the service of the said Company and to constitute ordain and make such and so 
many reasonable Laws, Orders and Ordinances as to them or the greater part of 
them being then and there present shall seem necessary and convenient for the 
well doing and Governance of the said Company and that the said Laws Orders 
and Ordinances or any of them to alter and annul as to the said Committee shall 
seem requisite and to set impose and inflict reasonable pains punishments and 
penalties by fines and amercements upon any offender or offenders who shall 
transgress break or violate the said laws orders or ordinances so made as 
aforesaid and to mitigate the same as they shall see cause which said fines 
penalties and amercements shall and may be levied sued for taken retained and 
received by the said Governor and Company and their successors or by their 
officers and servants from time to time to be appointed for that purpose by 
Distress or Action of Debt or by any other lawful ways and means to the use 
and advantage of the said Governor and Company and their successors without 
any account to be rendered for the same to us our heirs and successors so as all 
and singular such Laws Constitutions Orders and Ordinances fines and 
amercements be reasonable and not contrary or repugnant to the Laws and 
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Statutes of this our Realm or to prejudice of any other Company. And further 
for us and our heirs and successors We do grant unto the said Governor and 
Company and their successors That it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
said Governor, Deputy Governor and Assistants and their successors or the 
major part of them the Governor or Deputy Governor being always one so often 
as they shall think necessary to appoint sub committees and to summon and call 
together the officers and members of the said Company for the time being to 
such Courts and Committees as well in London as Westminster to treat and 
consult concerning the affairs of the said Company and to put there Bye Laws 
into execution. And further we have given and granted and by these presents 
for us our heirs and successors Do give and grant unto the said Governor and 
Company for the time being and whereof the Governor or Deputy Governor for 
the time being to be always one, full power and authority to choose and elect 
yearly on the twenty fifth day of December or within fourteen days after a 
Governor, Deputy Governor and so many Assistants out of the number of the 
said Company as they shall think fit, so as the Assistants of the said Company 
do not at any one time exceed twenty four in number or any time or times 
before the said twenty fifth of December next to augment the number of 
Assistants of the said Company not exceeding twenty four in number as 
aforesaid by the plurality of votes according to their respective shares in the 
Joint Stock of the said Company as is hereinafter mentioned which said 
Governor, Deputy Governor and Assistants so chosen and elected shall continue 
till the twenty fifth day of December next following his or their election and 
from that time until some other person or persons shall be duly elected and 
sworn into the said offices of Governor, Deputy Governor and Assistants of the 
said Company. And we do truly for us our heirs and successors declare our will 
and pleasure to be That the Governor or Deputy Governor for the time being do 
and shall yearly and every year hold or call a court on or about the said twenty 
fifth day of December as aforesaid in order to seek election or elections and 
shall give public notice of the same ten days before any such election. And we 
do hereby also for us our heirs and successors grant and ordain that every 
member of the said Company having five shares or more in the joint stock of 
the said Company may deliver or send his vote in writing whensoever he shall 
have due and timely notice of such Election or Elections and that all votes in 
every Election of Governor, Deputy Governor and Assistants shall be delivered 
and sent in writing and shall be perused and examined in open Court (the 
Governor or Deputy Governor and the major part of the Assistants being 
present) And that every Member of the said Company shall have one vote for 
every five shares he hath in the said Stock of the said Company not exceeding 
the number of four votes for all the shares he hath in the Joint Stock and no 
more and whenever there shall happen to be equality in Votes in Election of any 
Office or member of the said Company the said Governor and in his absence the 
Deputy Governor for the time being shall have the casting vote Provided always 


31 


and our Will and pleasure is And we do hereby strictly command that no person 
shall have any interest in or be admitted into the said Company in any Office 
belonging to the said Company until he hath first taken in open Court before the 
Governor or Deputy Governor of the said Company the Oaths appointed by an 
Act of Parliament made in the first year of our reign (instituted on Act for 
abrogating the Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance) and appointing other Oaths 
and an Oath for the due execution of his or their Office or offices and Trusts 
and faithful observance of the Laws, Constitutions, Orders and Ordinances of 
the said Company to which Governor and Deputy Governor for the time being. 
We do hereby for us our heirs and successors give full power and authority to 
administer such Oath accordingly and further we do for us our heirs and 
successors give and grant unto the present Governor and Company and their 
successors or the major part of them in Court assembled full powers and 
authority to remove and displace any Governor, Deputy Governor, Assistant or 
other Officer of the said Company for misdemeanour or any other reasonable 
cause and to elect others in the place or places of the person or persons so 
removed and also that as often as it shall happen that the Governor, Deputy 
Governor or any of the Assistants of the said Company for the time being shall 
die or be removed for reasonable cause as aforesaid or shall be permitted by the 
major part of the Governor, Deputy Governor or Assistants in open Court to 
surrender his or their Office or Offices or that there shall happen to be any other 
vacancy of a Governor, Deputy Governor or Assistant of the said Company it 
shall and may be lawful to and for such person who shall then have five shares 
or more in the Joint Stock (timely notice being given them by the Governor or 
Deputy Governor of such death or vacancy) to choose and elect into his or their 
place or places some other person or persons of the said Company for 
Governor, Deputy Governor, and Assistant by the methods manner and 
limitations hereinbefore appointed mentioned and expressed. The said 
Governor, Deputy Governor, or Assistants to continue in his or their Office or 
Offices till the twenty fifth of December next following his or their election or 
elections and until some other person or persons shall be elected and sworn into 
his or their Office or Offices. He or they having first in open Court taken the 
Oaths appointed to be taken by the Governor, Deputy Governor, and Assistants 
before their admittance into their respective Offices and in manner aforesaid. 
And further our will and pleasure is and we do hereby also ordain That Richard 
Owen herein before named to be Governor of the said Company shall take the 
several Oaths hereinbefore mentioned before the Lord Chief Justice of our 
Court of Kings Bench or Lord Mayor of London for the time being and that the 
aforesaid several persons hereinbefore named to be the present Deputy 
Governor and Assistants of the said Company shall take the several Oaths 
respectively as is hereinbefore mentioned before the present Governor of the 
said Company to whom severally and respectively we do hereby for us our heirs 
and successors give full power and authority to administer the said Oaths 
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accordingly. And wed do further hereby for us our heirs and successors will 
authorise and command all and singular our Judges, Justice of the Peace, 
Mayors, Sheriffs, Bailiffs, Constables, Head Boroughs and all other the Officers 
and Ministers whatsoever of us our heirs and successors for the time being 
within this our Kingdom of England and dominion of Wales That they and 
every of them respectively be from time to time in their several and respective 
Offices favouring, aiding and assisting unto the said Governor and Company 
and their successors their Agents and servants in all things according to our will 
and pleasure hereinbefore declared. And we do hereby for us our Heirs and 
Successors give and grant unto the said Governor and Company and their 
successors full power and authority to make and raise a Joint Stock to order, 
manage and carry on from time to time for the ends and purposes aforesaid and 
receive the benefit and advantage f the same to the use of them the said 
Governor and Company and their successors according to such shares and 
proportions as they or any of them have or shall have therein and the same Joint 
Stock to augment and increase or reduce and diminish from time to time as they 
the said Governor and Company and their successors shall find most fitting and 
convenient Provided Always That if at any time it shall appear to us our heirs or 
successors that the said Undertaking is not for the general and Public good of 
this Kingdom or that the same shall not be effectually carried on and shall be so 
declared in and by the Lords of the Privy Council of us our heirs and successors 
or any six or more of them in writing under their hands. Then from and after 
Notice given of such Declaration to the said Governor and Company or their 
successors or to the Governor or Deputy Governor of the said Company for the 
time being this our said Royal Charter of Incorporation and all things herein 
contained shall cease and determine. And Lastly we have granted and by these 
presents for us our heirs and successors do grant unto the said Governor and 
Company and their successors that these our Letters Patent or the Enrolment 
thereof shall be in and by all things good firm valid sufficient and effectual in 
the Law according to the true intent and meaning thereof and shall be taken 
construed and adjudged in the most favourable and beneficial sense for the best 
advantage of the said Governor and Company and their successors as well in all 
Courts of Record as elsewhere and by all and singular the Officers and 
Ministers whatsoever of us our heirs and successors in this our Kingdom of 
England and Dominion of Wales. 

In Witness whereof we have raised our Letters to be made Patent witness 
ourselves at Westminster the fourth day of October in the fourth year of our 
Reign. 
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Proceedings upon the petition of Constantine Vernatty, Thomas Addison, and John Nix, 
esqs., John Moore and George Moore of London, Merchants. Shows that they have with 
several others at the expense of several thousand pounds, brought to perfection a very useful 
art or invention of smelting down lead ore, with pit and sea coal, and making the same into 
good and merchantable sheet lead, shot, bullets, and other lead, which has not so effectually 
been put into practice by any persons before. That in regard it requires a considerable stock 
for the improvement and carrying on the said undertaking, which cannot easily be raised, but 
by a joint stock and incorporation under the Great Seal, they pray her Majesty to incorporate 
them and such others as they shall nominate by the name of the Governor and Company of 
Lead Miners in England and Wales. Referred to the Attorney or Solicitor General. (S.P. 
Dom. Petition Entry Bk. 1.0.249.) 
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